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'To be human is to constantly be torn between your appetites and the social realities that 
surround you.'  

(Karolina Prom, artist statement, 2019)  

So may one envisage the many layers of tension that produce the continuous flow of action and 
reaction that narrates our existence. To disentangle these layers would be to comprehend one 
of the alchemies of life. Yet in the participatory exhibition That Which Awaits, these boundaries 
appear so indistinguishable that one may only marvel at their complexity.  

Presented during an experimental and one-evening reception, That Which Awaits features work 
by performer Karolina Prom and multidisciplinary artist Abie Franklin, who offer analogous 
stories of social behaviour, spaces wherein contemplation emerges through engagement. The 
participatory exhibition acts as a playground in which the tensions of human interaction are laid 
bare, with flesh and mind stretched at the whim of both performance and sculpture.  

The constant negotiation of agency amongst human and non-human life can be thought of as 
an intricate network or web. That Which Awaits embraces its inevitable position within this web, 
employing this image both metaphorically and materially. Beyond a curtain lies the participatory 
performance Pull developed by Prom in collaboration with Franklin. Designed to be engaged 
with by a singular visitor at a time, or in small groups of two or three, the work considers the 
possible sources of our deepest impulses. Do they come from within, our own underlying 
emotion, subconscious or even cellular processes? Are they driven by algorithmic, virtual or 
mechanistic forces? Or are they formed through social interaction itself? Beyond the curtain of 
our desire, Pull asks us to imagine the multifaceted assemblage that constitutes our inner drive 
in everyday life.  

Pondering on similar questions, Franklin’s sculpture series The Dancer and the Butcher consists 
of forms that are at once flesh-like yet artificial, heavy and confronting, yet also delicate. These 
seemingly polarising elements reference the personal story of a friend of the artist, whose health 
complications were finally found to originate from a piece of micro plastic floating within their 
bloodstream. When organic material has hybridised with capitalist-consumerist society, our 
inner impulses likewise merge with the disturbing reality around us. The viewer is invited to 
touch and move Franklin’s sculptures, that float weightlessly and whose delicate movements 
parallel the fragile balance of survival itself.  



As an experimental environment that questions the state of human interaction, That Which 
Awaits asks visitors to arrive at Hošek Contemporary not as a passive onlooker, but rather an 
active player. Upon engagement with the sculptures and performances presented during the 
evening, the space becomes activated. The work may be touched, it may be made malleable, 
and it may respond to you. The objects beckon you. You are vital to their awakening, as they are 
to yours.  

Karolina Prom (b. Volgograd, Russia, 1995) is a performance artist based in Prague, Czech 
Republic. Her work focuses heavily on the body in its purest form, confronting and blurring the 
lines between art and social experiment. Often appearing nude in her work, the artist is 
interested in the nature of intimacy, vulnerability and chance. Having come from a fine arts and 
photography background, Prom envisages ways in which photography can become a reality and 
in which the audience can become more than just a spectator. Karolina Prom holds a BA from 
the University for the Creative Arts (2018) in the UK and is currently completing her MA at the 
Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design (UMPRUM, AAAD) in Prague. She has exhibited her 
work nationally and internationally, including the UK, Czech Republic and Cyprus. She has been 
awarded artist residencies at: Bubec gallery, Prague (2019) and Cyprus College of Art, Paphos 
(2019). She has curated the exhibitions For the Time Being in Villa P651 in Prague and AGAVE at 
the Cyprus College of Art.  

The work of Berlin-based interdisciplinary artist Abie Franklin (b. Tel Aviv, Israel, 1995) is centred 
around boundaries: between mediums, man-made and natural, body and space, material and 
matter. Franklin largely produces work between the lines of sculpture and painting that deal with 
the estrangement of nature and its repercussions. Franklin is currently completing his studies in 
fine arts at Weissensee Academy of Arts Berlin. His work has been exhibited in Israel, Germany, 
Ukraine and China, including at Deutsches Ministerium für Arbeit, Berlin, Germany (2020), 
Museum Kesselhaus, Berlin, Germany (2019) and Allenby 84, Tel-Aviv, Israel (2018). He has had 
two solo exhibitions, “Missed a Step (Voids)”, Edit-Studios, Tel-Aviv, Israel (2017) and “Clouds of 
Ink, Dust and Asphalt”, Bet Hamidot, Tel-Aviv, Israel (2015). In 2019, Franklin was an artist-in-
residence at Taohuatan, Anhui Province, China and also completed a research residency in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. 
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